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Environmental Justice and Philanhrpy:
Challenges and Opportunities for Alignment

OPPORTUNITIES

“I would love to see more
foundations give space for the
organizations on the ground to
actually lead what that strategy of
the foundation should be,
potentially in partnership with the
foundation.”- Funder 9

Access the report at:
https://bead4impact.org/work/land-

sca pe—assessment

Buidling Equity and
Alignment for Impact

BEA-| brings together dynamic grassroots orga-
nizing groups, effective national green organiza-
tions, and innovators in philanthropy to advance
the progress of the environmental movement to-
wards a just transition and directly confront pow-
erful polluters. https://beadimpact.org/

Tishman Environment and
Design Center

The Tishman Environment and Design

Center integrates bold design, policy and social
justice approaches to tackle the climate crisis and
advance environmental justice.
https://www.tishmancenter.org/
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In 2020, the BEA-I collaborated with the Tishman
Environment and Design Center at The New School to
conduct an assessment of the misalignment between the
environmental justice (EJ) and philanthropic sectors in the
Gulf South and Midwest regions.

Through interviews with foundation and environmental
justice organization staff, the study found specific
opportunities for better aligning funding and relationships
over time. These opportunities represent both long-term and
short-term actions and can be implemented across the
sectors.

Since the inception of the BEA-I, efforts have been made

to expand opportunities for EJ groups and funders to work
together. The following events represent two instances when
both sectors came together to achieve a shared
understanding of an issue, devise aligned strategies and
expand funding opportunities.

Case Studies for Alignment

* It Takes Roots Funder Briefing, Solidarity to Solutions
(Sol2Sol) Week in 2018:

Funder briefing hosted by It Takes Roots in response to the
Global Climate Action Summit, highlighting Indigenous
peoples’ and frontline communities’ solutions to
interconnected crises, challenging market-based schemes.

e Clean Power Plan Gathering Hosted by the BEA-,
Southwest Workers Union, and Texas Environmental Justice
Advocacy Series (TEJAS) in Houston, TX in 2016:

A convening of grassroots, green NGO, and philanthropic
leaders from over 100 organizations met to discuss building
alignment to meet long-standing environmental justice demands
in climate policies. For example, ensuring that national climate
policies like the Clean Power Plan reduce emissions in frontline
communities. The forum featured EJ-led trainings and invited
tough dialogue on equity, funding disparities, and environmental
movement building.
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Summary of
Opportunities for
Alignment by Sector

CAPACITY BUILDING

LEVERAGE THE ROLE OF INTERMEDIARIES
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RELATIONSHIP BUILDING AND ACCESS

RACISM & STRUCTURAL POWER




